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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL CANTERBURY GP PRACTICES�Please distribute to all GPs and Practice Nurses


3 new services are being offered from June 2017: Rectal bleeding clinic, Orthopaedic foot surgery and specialised Dermatology.


Rectal Bleeding �Following consultation with St George’s Hospital and Canterbury DHB, a weekly rectal bleeding clinic has commenced. This will provide flexible sigmoidoscopy and possible subsequent colonoscopy for rectal bleeders under the age of 50 of four weeks plus duration.


The work will be undertaken by both St George’s Hospital and the Canterbury Charity Hospital. The Charity Hospital will be the single point of referral for both Hospitals. DHB guidelines referring to this service will shortly appear on Health Pathways. A declined referral from the DHB is NOT required for these cases.


Orthopaedics�In addition to upper limb surgery we can now offer specific lower limb surgery. Arthrodesis distal joints, Hammer Toe correction, Tenotomy Toe, Removal bone spur, Excision neuroma, Tarsal tunnel release, Toe amputation, Tailors bunion excision and Bunion surgery (minor to moderate day surgery compatible).


Dermatology�Treatment is offered to patients with hand and face skin conditions and appearance problems that severely limit their ability to function in both work and social environments. 


These new services complement the full list of current services:


Gynaecology, Women’s Health and Family Planning�Colonoscopy, both acute and screening (see conditions)�General Day Surgery       			�Vascular Surgery for Varicose Veins�Cataract Surgery�Orthopaedic Hand Surgery    �Oral Surgery and Dentistry�Counselling (self-referral)


Further information can be found on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.charityhospital.org.nz" �www.charityhospital.org.nz�.
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